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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 212443 
ORIGIN ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SS-15 SSO-OO CPR-01 SAB-02 PRS-01 
USIE-00 INR-07 INRE-00 L-03 SP-02 SY-05 SYE-00 
USSS-00 EUR- 12 /063 R 

DRAFTED BY PWG:MR. SPIER:JD 
APPROVED BY PWG:AM0. POPPER 
S/S-O RPERITO 

DESIRED DISTRIBUTION 

WHITE HOUSE:PHIL WISE, WHITE HOUSE ADVANCE OFFICE 

108331 052320Z/61 

O 052308Z SEP 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY QUITO IMMEDIATE 
INFO WHITE HOUSE IMMEDIATE 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 212443 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PDIP 

SUBJECT: DECLARATION OF WASHINGTON 
REF: QUITO 6012 

1 . WE GAVE CAREFUL CONSIDERATION TO ALL THE CHANGES SUG- 
GESTED IN QUITO 5977, BUT AS GOE WILL RECOGNIZE, IN 
NEGOTIATING A DOCUMENT WITH OVER FORTY COUNTRIES WITHIN 
TWO OR THREE DAYS, IT IS SIMPLY IMPOSSIBLE TO INCORPORATE 
ALL THE AMENDMENTS PROPOSED. WE WERE IMPRESSED WITH 
GOE'S DIFFICULTIES WITH PARA FIVE OF THE DECLARATION 
AS ORIGINALLY FRAMED - A POINT WIDELY SHARED BY OTHERS - 
AND WERE ABLE TO HAVE CONTROVERSIAL LANGUAGE THEREIN 
ELIMINATED. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 212443 


2. WORD QTE UNIVERSAL UNQTE AS APPLIED TO ARRANGEMENTS 
FOR ACCESSIBILITY AND NEUTRALITY OF THE CANAL SEEMED TO 
US LIKELY TO RAISE QUESTION OF RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN U.S.- 
PANAMA AGREEMENTS RE ACCESSIBILITY AND NEUTRALITY, AND 
SOME TYPE OF UNIVERSAL AGREEMENT. RAISING THIS ISSUE 
AT THIS MOMENT COULD HAVE PROVOKED A DISCUSSION WHICH 
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WOULD HAVE IMPAIRED PROSPECTS FOR ANY DECLARATION AT ALL. 

3. RE WORDING ON EFFICIENT OPERATION OF CANAL, WE HAD 
OURSELVES CONSIDERED INCLUDING THIS CONCEPT BUT WERE 
PERSUADED THAT IT WOULD BE INOPPORTUNE TO INIECT 
QUESTION OF TOLLS INTO A GENERAL STATEMENT OF HIGH 
PURPOSE. 

4. AT YOUR DISCRETION, PLEASE CONVEY FOREGOING TO FONOFF. 
WE WILL OF COURSE BE PREPARED TO DISCUSS WITH FONMIN 
HERE. VANCE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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